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Los Osos McDonald's I 
lived in Los Osos from 1973 
through 2000, and still own 
property there. I saw many 
changes during that time 
including the construction of 
the Williams Bros shopping 
center where the proposed 
McDonalds wants to locate. 
We used to have only two 
very small grocery markets 
in the community. As cute
as all that was, I greatly 
appreciated the 
convenience of an actual 
market when it was 
eventually built. I believe 
the "Williams Bros Coming 
Soon" sign was there ten 
years before being built. 
The building moratorium 
has suppress Los Osos 
long enough. It is time to 
move forward and allow 
McDonalds to proceed with 
the drive in plans. Let the 



citizens of Los Osos decide 
the success or failure by the 
patronage or lack of. 
However, for the record, I 
will never darken their door
to buy the calorie dense low 
nutrient food they offer. I 
would really like to see an
organic food/health food 
store go in its place. I 
realize that will not happen 
anytime soon, but I also 
realize that it is none of my 
business what other people 
eat. Please vote to approve 
the drive-in for the Los 
Osos McDonalds



Cytasha Campa





Dear Supervisor Gibson:

Please help bring McDonald's drive-through to Los Osos. It would be a bright light that we need in this 
dreary looking town.  It would not create any more pollution than sitting at the traffic signal at 10th 
street and Los Osos Valley Rd. if you are on 10th heading to Los Osos Valley Rd. and wanting to turn 
rt. or left..It is forever and cars pile up waiting..People say it will hurt the other restaurants in town.  
Well, not all of us want to eat at the Sea Pines Golf Course in a loud bar with drunks and noise..Not all 
of us can afford to eat at Celia's which has wonderful food, but for two people the cost is $30.00 for 
breakfast and has chairs, inside or outside, that are too hard for a person that suffers with pain. The 
Chinese food place has bad food and not all of us like pizza, mexican food or hamburgers that cost 
$7.00-$9.00. For those of us that are still working at over age 65 and trying to care for a family 
member, we need a break, and it is nice to be able to drive thru and pick up a salad or iced coffee..We 
must drive to Morro Bay once a week to get this break..I have waited longer at the drive-thru at 
Rabobank than I have at McDonald's or Taco Bell..I have never see a line out to the street in Morro 
Bay...Just because McDonald's goes up here does not mean we will not go to other restaurants in 
town, we would save time & gas not driving to Morro Bay when we are in pain and so tired that we 
can't get out of the car to stand in line. Please allow a drive-thru McDonald's.  Thanks, C. Jann



Cytasha Campa



Cytasha Campa

To: SLO County Board of Supervisors

I am writing to express my concerns over the proposed McDonald's in Los Osos. While I 

have nothing against McDonald's, and dine there myself on occasion, I do have concerns 

about the esthetic and environmental impact of a fast food restaurant in our quaint little 

coastal village. I believe McDonald's can earn the support of Los Osos citizens and this can 

be a WIN-WIN project for McDonald's and our community, with the following revisions to 

the proposed project:

1. No drive-through, please! 

2. Redesign architecture, lighting and signage to better fit the character of the existing 

architecture in the Los Osos business district. Please consider a project visually similar to the 

McDonald's on Madonna Road in SLO. This would be more compatible with the character of 

our town.

3. Mitigate the impact of fast-food trash along LOVR between the restaurant and Montana de 

Oro.  We know there will be an increase in roadside trash as a direct result of McDonald's 

being there. McDonald's can make a statement about responsible corporate citizenship by 

committing to regular, frequent trash pickup and disposal at their expense. The 

"Adopt-a-Highway" program might be a good way to accomplish this, providing positive 

recognition for McDonald's by having their name on a sign. WIN-WIN!

Thank you,

Cathie Leavitt



Cytasha Campa

We are in FAVOR of the McDonald's drive thru in Los Osos, and are in favor of having 

McDonald's in our community, for the following reasons:

1.  The project is in conformance with plans and policies in Los Osos, has their water 

equivalencies, and has met all requirements for processing their permit.  There is no 

ordinance in effect in Los Osos precluding a drive through window as part of the project.

2.  There is precedent for drive through windows in Los Osos, as evidenced by the existing 

drive through as part of the building McDonald's is proposing to use for the store.  And, the 

existing Rabo Bank has a drive through that is widely used by the community.  The Rabo 

Bank drive through window has a sign that requests drivers to turn off their engines while 

conducting their banking, thus reducing air quality emissions or at least rendering the 

emissions the same as if they parked their car and went into the bank.  There is no reason the 

drive through at Mc Donald's can't do the same.  I've noticed that when queuing at gas 

stations that drivers are increasingly turning off their engines while waiting in line--so the 

trend for this behavior is there.  The drivers just need to be reminded to turn off their engines.

3.  As you know, Los Osos has a very mixed economic population; we have elderly 

and handicapped (of all ages)  that really could use a drive through window for those times 

when they have difficulty transitioning from their cars to the restaurant.  Mothers with young 

children, such as our renters that have four adopted children ages 1, 2 3 and 4, that wish they 

had a drive through restaurant where they could treat their children without having to lug 

them all into the restaurant.  She indicates that the children's meals with chicken nuggets, 

apples and milk is a good meal for her children, and one that she can afford.  Should we place 

our values and our abilities to access a variety of choice restaurants in Los Osos on others in 

our community that aren't so fortunate? 

4.   Contractors, landscapers, delivery folks that don't have much money for lunch, don't have 

the time to go into a sit down restaurant, and have costly equipment in the back of their trucks 

also appreciate having access to a drive through restaurant without having to drive to Morro 



Bay to get lunch.  A five mile drive adds that much cost to a struggling family and workers in 

time and gas, where if a drive through restaurant such as Mc Donald's were available in Los 

Osos would really help them meet their budgets.  We, who are more fortunate to make 

discriminating choices, should not place our value systems on folks that are less fortunate.  

We'll still go to Noi's, Garden Café, and Sylvester's regardless of a Mc Donald's in our 

community so the effect on local businesses from loss of business is not likely to happen.

4.  Regardless of our life style, we understand that having a Mc Donald's in our town will 

provide a place for fixed income households, of which about 34+ percent have earned 

incomes below poverty level, provides a place to meet, have a reasonably price cup of coffee 

(we rich folks can go to Starbucks but a fixed income or poor family would rather pay $1.00 

for a large coffee than Starbucks prices), and visit with their friends.  I personally evidenced 

this trend in San Luis Obispo when the Foothill Blvd store was open--the elderly from the 

nearby assisted living facilities would meet every morning at McDonalds to visit and have a 

cup of coffee.  They lost out when the franchisee had to close that facility because they 

couldn't get a permit for a drive through window.  We have four mobile home parks and 

several assisted living homes in Los Osos.  Don't you think they should have an opportunity 

to have a reasonably priced place to meet?  So, maybe an egg white McMuffin and a $1 cup 

of coffee isn't your thing, but it sure is for a lot of Americans.

5.  I have spoken with many of my neighbors who are totally in favor of Mc Donald's because 

they have limited choices in this town to take their soccer, baseball, football, tennis, dance 

(and so on) teams after their events that provides a low cost meal that all can afford.  Right 

now, many of them go to Morro Bay, suffer the inconvenience of additional gas and time, to 

take their kids to a fast food restaurant after the games.  Why not have such a facility in Los 

Osos.

6.  I've heard the arguments about increased trash---I certainly don't see it in Morro Bay at the 

beaches or around the exiting Mc Donald's, Burger King, Taco Bell, etc.; why would we see 

an increase in trash at Montana de Oro?   Drive through restaurants don't increase trash, 

people do and that we can never control, because people have the choice to litter, not 

restaurants.   People can just as easily go into any restaurant, purchase a meal, take it 

anywhere and dump their trash wherever they wish--Mc Donalds' isn't the cause of littering.

7.  The drive through would cause a queue in the parking lot at the shopping center in front of 

Miner's Hardware, probably on a busy summer Saturday during a Miner's sale.  We spoiled 

shoppers would be inconvenienced at that time and probably would have to park farther away 

from Miner's and walk.  Horrors.  I am in favor of walking and dealing with the 

inconvenience of additional queuing because I know that the benefits of having the Mc 

Donalds for a large segment of our community far outweighs the inconvenience.   That 

shopping center has had to deal with vacant stores for years; wouldn't it be refreshing to have 

some more businesses in Los Osos and more choice.  

8.   Los Osos has been beaten up by the sewer project and especially the moratorium--no 

growth, inability to economically keep small businesses in the community because there is a 

lack of business in general.  Having a modicum of corporate presence in the community 

would be a benefit because once there is an influx of money into this community it would 

spur additional growth.  Corporate America (that includes Subway and Starbucks) has the 

ability to bring jobs into the community.  Goodness knows we need jobs for young people in 

Los Osos--there aren't many of any kind, entry level or otherwise.  And our General Plan, 

such that it is, doesn't allow much development in the community , so why not use an empty 

bank building that has been sitting vacant for years, for something constructive.

9.  I acted as the planner for the City of Morro Bay for six months and during that time Mc 

Donald's came in with their restaurant remodel.  I found the Mc Donald's planners and 



engineers and the franchise owner to be very professional and willing to meet Morro Bay 

planning standards during the review process.  Since it is the same franchise owner, I'm sure 

they would be willing to put up signs requesting drivers to turn off their cars/trucks while 

waiting for their order at the drive through, and I'm sure they would place workers at the drive 

through to speed up the ordering process (as they did last Saturday during the city-wide yard 

sale)  in the event that queuing at the drive through was in any way blocking through traffic in 

the parking lot.

Please vote in favor of the drive through and allow Mc Donalds to come into our community.  

It will be a boon to business and will lift the downtrodden spirits of a large segment of folks 

in this community.

Sincerely,  Mark and Mary Reents

-- 

Mary B. Reents

mbreents@gmail.com



Mr. Gibson,

My name is Lyndsey Homan and I am a full-time student and part-time worker 
(minimum wage.) I ate McDonald's way too often for a long time when I first 
moved out on my own. It really messed with my health and I got sick more 
often. Please stop McDonald's from entering Los Osos. People should be 
influenced to eat healthy! Not to mention, think of all of the air 
pollution the drive-thru would cause. I thought that's why we outlawed 
drive-thrus in SLO? If Los Osos residents are craving fast food they can 
drive 13 minutes away to the McDonald's in Morro Bay. I know that if this 
plan goes through there will not be any positive outcomes. Please stop 
this. 

Sincerely,

Lyndsey Homan



Dear County Board of Supervisors,

I am writing to let you know I am AGAINST the McDonalds project in Los Osos 
for a number of reasons.

The first, and most important reason is the water usage of this business. 
The residents of Los Osos have been asked to limit their water consumption 
to 50 gallons a day per person. This is a critical time in our community as 
our water supply is in jeopardy and conservation is absolutely essential 
for our survival. To approve a business that will use more than 1250 
gallons of water per day is irresponsible. The citizens of this community 
must come before businesses of any kind.

Second, the traffic pattern suggested in the plans is problematic at best. 
The parking lot in the Miner's/Von's shopping center is small with an 
established traffic pattern. The proposed new pattern, with parking places 
facing the other direction, will simply create chaos. The in/out drive way 
are one in the same making the entrance/exit from Los Osos Valley Road a 
traffic hazard. And, another critical question is where are the giant 
trucks delivering food to the McDonald's store going to park? It seems that 
issue alone would disrupt the traffic pattern enough to decline this "minor 
use" permit. There will be nothing minor about this McDonald's store. It 
will be disruptive to both the shopping center and the community. A 
disruption I am against.

Third, the trash, traffic, and patrons a 24-hour restaurant will have a 
huge impact on this community. The drive-thru - which are not in San Luis 
Obispo - are certainly not welcome in Los Osos. 

Fourth, the 35 jobs this store will generate are simply not worth the 
disruption it will create. 

Fifth, the majority of people in Los Osos are against this project. I would 
think this would be the driving force to decline the permit. At the Los 
Osos Community meeting on March 31, twenty-two people spoke on this topic. 
Nineteen of those were against the McDonald's store approval. I believe 
this is a good representation of the ratio of for/against this project. 
Please listen to the people of Los Osos and deny this permit.



Sixth, Los Osos is a gem of a community on the Central Coast. A sleepy
community of 14,000. We have an excellent assortment of mom and pop 
businesses that keep us self reliant. We are not on a major thoroughfare, 
those visiting Montana de Oro have several local eateries from which to 
chose - with much healthier menus than McDonald's. 
We have no need of a 24-hour restaurant - McDonald's or other. We love our 
dark skye so we can see the beautiful stars. We do not need our sky's lit 
with the neon of the golden arches to spoil our night view. There is also a 
residential area that sits above this shopping center. Currently, the 
stores turn off their lights at night, allowing the residents of those 
houses a break from the lights. McDonald's does not care about the 
residents up on the hill or anywhere else in Los Osos for that matter. 
McDonald's is ab out the all mighty dollar - period. 

I ask you to please deny this permit and do not allow McDonalds to come to 
our quiet, beautiful community. We do not want them or what they will bring 
with them.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Randon Pool

Randon Pool
Costume Designer



Does Los Osos need a 24/7 drive thru restaurant? No. Please deny the request

to have the hours 24/7 and drive thru included in the proposal for MacDonald's

in Los Osos. Better yet no MacDonald's.

Thank you.

Randolph Ball

Sent from my iPad



Dear Sup. Gibson,

I am writing this to voice my opposition to the proposed MacDonald's Drive
Thru which I feel would clash with the character of Los Osos.  We have
marshes and sand dunes and the south end of Morro Bay.  MacDonalds would
bring very bright lights, concentrated traffic and unhealthy food. Let's
keep this out of Los Osos.

Susan Balthasar



Please vote against the drive thru for Mc Donalds. That particular area on Los Osos valley road is already getting congested and sometimes

hard to get and out of. Putting in a drive thru would be a nightmare situation.

Not a good fit for our County and our happy little town.

Justin May



Good day Mr Gibson, 

Today I am writing you to ask that you approve the McDonalds in Los Osos with a drive thru. I have grown up in Los Osos and work at

Ralphs. Although I like to support local business when I can. Sometimes lunch may only be 20-30 minutes and a quick bite thru the drive

thru would sure be nice. 

I am asking you to vote yes on McDonalds just as we have voted yes for you.

thank you for your time 

Sincerely 

Kyle Basti

Sales manager Ralphs Los Osos



Dear Bruce Gibson,
     I am writing you to voice my opinion regarding the proposed McDonalds 
in Los Osos.  I strongly oppose having a McDonalds in Los Osos for several 
reasons. 
1.  Trash.  I ride my bike daily on South Bay Blvd and Los Osos Valley Road 
and the number one trash item is fast food.
2.   Safety.  That area in Von’s can be incredible congested.  There is no 
stop light pulling out of Vons
3.   Pollution.  Do we really want idling cars???  
4.  Changing the character of Los Osos.  Los Osos is a very unique place.  
We pride ourselves in the lack of this kind of business.  We want 
businesses  who buy local and contribute to the area.  Not contribute to 
obesity and bad business. 
   Thank you for your time,
    Judy West
    
     



Dear Bruce Gibson,

I am a Los Osos resident and I am adamantly opposed to having a McDonalds 
drive through in our Vons Shopping Center for the following reasons: 

PARKING LOT CONGESTION
The path of traffic entering and exiting this parking lot is awkward and 
unsafe.  A McDonalds drive through would make this even worse.  I hope that 
you have taken the time to drive around this parking lot on a weekend.

TRASH
The concerned people of Los Osos pick up trash in their daily walks.  We 
live next to the Bay and don’t want trash blowing into the waters.  The 
proliferation of bags, styrofoam, plastic lids&straws will just be more 
trash on the roads being blown toward the bay.

SMALL TOWN FEELING
We are in the midst of a huge project tearing up every street for our 
sewer.  The last thing our quiet town needs in a big construction project 
resulting in a maze of fast food seeking cars.  Let the Los Osos planning 
committee complete their plan of where our community is heading.  We are 
the entrance to the fabulous Montana de Oro State Park.  With the new bike 
trails and new Bluff Trail improvements, Los Osos is going to see a lot 
more traffic passing through on the way to the park.  

POLLUTION
Drive throughs are a bad idea for any community.  It is wonderful the city 
of San Luis Obispo has ban drive throughs  from the city limits.  Having a 
line of idling cars, waiting for their food is an environmental absurdity 
that we don’t want to sponsor in our community.

Please do not allow McDonalds to have a restaurant drive-thru in our small 
town.

Sincerely,
Virginia Jensen



Dear supervisor Gibon

My wife and i have been los osos home owners since 1990 on 4th street and we have 

supported you as our supervisor every election and plan to do so in this next election- we 

would like your support in a no vote on the mcdonalds drive through appeal issue- you have 

heard all the reasons- we agree- we urge a no vote on this matter- no mcdonalds in los 

osos!!!!

steven moberg, phd

evelyn frame



Would help if there was an attachment for you to read.

Here you go.

Julie

On Sat, Apr 5, 2014 at 3:40 PM, julie Tacker <nomcdonaldslososos@gmail.com> wrote:

I think you will find Table 3 on page 8 most interesting.

Please find the attached.

Julie Tacker
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Dear Supervisors,

As a concerned resident of Los Osos, I urge that you vote to deny the 

proposed McDonald's project in Los Osos.

Please consider the severe detrimental impact, that this project would have on 

our small community. 

Give us the opportunity to create a community plan where we are 

able to decide how we want are community to grow and develop.

Thank you for taking Los Osos into account when planning for Los Osos.

Vote NO to a McDonald's in Los Osos.

Sincerely,

Lia Avant

            



Mr. Gibson, I was at the debate earlier this evening. I was disappointed that little, if anything, 

was said about the proposed McDonalds in Los Osos. To some of us, this is an extremely 

important topic. See my letter to you of April 1st below.

To all on The Board of Supervisors:

Please take this item on next Tuesday's agenda very seriously. It's not just about McDonalds, 

it's truly about the community of Los Osos, and the way those of us who live here feel about 

our town. That's the whole point right there. We are a town, a little town, a unique town. A 

McDonalds in Los Osos would not feel right. It would spoil the concept we have of our town. 

This is not LA or Orange County, or many other places where McDonalds fits, goes with the 

lifestyle, and probably does not hurt other businesses, as it would hurt other food 

establishments in Los Osos. It would be unfair to the others. And, I can't imagine driving on 

LOVR in the area of Miner's and Rite-aid and seeing a McDonalds. It just wouldn't "fit" or 

"suit". It would be an eyesore as well as changing our "look" and "feel", no matter how nice 

or how unlike "the golden arches" it may be. Just the idea of a chain fast food restaurant is 

wrong for our town, please consider those of us who live in Los Osos and would have to 

drive by this establishment everyday. For me, personally, it would spoil my community and 

the way I feel about it.  I left the LA/Orange County area to escape these kinds of business. 

This is not "suburbia", it is a quaint, very beautiful,seaside town. It is quiet and serene. An 

establishment such as McDonalds would spoil that. They also emit a definite odors. Urban 

odors, not suited here. Please seriously consider not allowing this business,or similar 

businesses to put done roots here. They would seriously spoil the look and feel of out very 

special little "corner" of the earth. I understand this man already owns nine of these 

restaurants.......don't allow him to have ten. He needs no more, and we do not want him here. 

We already have what we need in Los Osos.......peace and quiet, with out the citified look and 

feel. 

Please support us who love our unique little piece of California.

He has been collecting signature at his other restaurants. What do these have to do with us? 

Why have people in San Luis Obispo and Morro Bay sign a paper promoting an 

establishment that does not concern them at all.

Thank you,

Marsha Houston 

Sent from my iPad



Begin forwarded message:

From: Marsha Houston <marsha3304@sbcglobal.net>

Date: April 1, 2014 1:37:06 PM PDT

To: "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us" <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject: McDonalds

I was unable to attend last night's (March 31) meeting, but I would like you to know 

that I am very much opposed to having a McDonalds in Los Osos.  Los Osos simply is 

NOT a McDonalds kind of community. I believe a McDonalds would change the 

whole "feel" of this community. It just doesn't suit our community and it's residents. It 

would be a negative "blot" on our community. It just doesn't suit or fit our concept of 

our hometown . It would be an eyesore no matter how attractive the architecture. And, 

it would negatively effect every food establishment in our town. Los Osos is a unique 

community.....the main reason for my choosing to move here eight years ago. I left 

Orange County to get away from things like McDonalds. Please help us to keep our 

community as it was meant to be.

Sincerely,

Marsha Houston

Sent from my iPad



Kari Running

O A S I S   A S S O C I A T E S ,   I N C .



Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Axel Kern <avantkern@aol.com>

Date: 4. April 2014 11:21:36 GMT-7

To: "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us, fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, darnold@co.slo.ca.us,

cray@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us" <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us,

fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, darnold@co.slo.ca.us, cray@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject: NO McDonald's in Los Osos

Dear Supervisors,

With this letter I wish to express my opposition to a McDonald's in the center of Los 

Osos.

From my point of view there are three aspects that speak clearly against this 

McDonald's proposal.

1) There are water, traffic and air pollution issues that are so severe that a McDonald's 

fast food restaurant is not an option.

2) Los Osos has no distinct town center; but, Los Osos Valley Road is the main road 

through our town, ending in Montaña de Oro S.P. There are an abundance of natural 

parks and reserves which are the prominent aspects characterizing the Los 

Osos/Baywood Park area.

A McDonald's, or any other fast food restaurant, at the proposed site; would dominate 

the impression the town makes on residents and visitors alike; becoming the visual 

symbol of the town.

3) The people of Los Osos should be able to to decide what type of image and 

appearance they want for their town. Which means that there shouldn't be any 

determining decision approving such a project until the community plan is completed.

Los Osos might need all kinds of improvement to its appearance; but, a McDonald's 

in the middle of town is sure not one of them.



Sincerely,

Axel Kern



Dear San Luis Obispo County Supervisors,

Within a very short time you will have the privilege of voting to accept or reject the proposed 

McDonald’s hamburger franchise in Los Osos.

LOCAC has decided to support the Planning Commission’s plans for a McDonald’s in Los 

Osos without a drive-through and no 24 hr. operation. This is a start for a sane solution to the 

proposed McDonald’s in Los Osos.  I, however, am against any form of McDonald’s in Los 

Osos.  Below are my reasons for not supporting any McDonald’s in my community.

At the heart of McDonald’s restaurant chain of stores is a purely money making motivation.  

McDonald’s serves basically unhealthy food.  McDonald’s restaurant will take income away 

from the other restaurants in town that are owned and operated by people who live in Los 

Osos and depend on our community for their livelihood.

McDonald’s is not a good fit for the community of Los Osos.  In fact, McDonald’s is the 

antithesis of what our community is.  Los Osos is a relatively small bedroom community that 

enjoys the simple quiet, easy going life style that embraces a small town feel.  McDonald’s 

restaurant would change the feel and vibration of our community in an unsightly and negative 

way.

I would gladly encourage a locally owned slow food restaurant next to where our Miner’s 

hardware store, the Von’s supermarket and the Los Osos Fitness gym now exist.  I would 

gladly encourage another locally owned daytime business to coexist with our other businesses 

in the Von’s shopping center.  I do not condone a McDonald’s and I hope that the County 

Supervisors will grasp just how very many in Los Osos are opposed to a McDonald’s in Los 

Osos and vote the overwhelming majority’s will on this proposed business.

Below are some facts taken from Erich Schlosser's book "Fast Food Nation" that explain the 

impact of McDonald's corporation.

Sincerely, 

William R. Moylan



McDonald's facts 

1. McDonald's spends more on advertising than any other brand in the world. 

2. It runs more playgrounds than any other private entity in the world. 

3. It gives away more toys than any other private entity in the world. 

4. The Golden Arches are more widely known in the world today than the Christian cross. 

5. Ray Kroc, the founder of McDonald's said this: "We have found that we cannot trust some people 
who are nonconformists. We will make conformists out of them in a hurry. The organization cannot 
trust the individual; the individual must trust the organization." 

6. The vast majority of workers at McDonald's lack full-time employment, do not have any benefits, 
have no or little control over their workplace, and quit after a few months. 

7. The average American now consumes three hamburgers and four orders of french fries per week. 

8. Due in part to the industrialization of agriculture driven by the fast- food industry, the United States 
is losing farmers so fast that it now has more prisoners than farmers. 

9. Every month, 90 percent of the children between 3 and 9 in America visit a McDonald's. 

10. In a survey of 9 and 10-year-olds, half of them said they thought that Ronald McDonald knew best 
what kids should eat. In China, kids said that Ronald McDonald was kind, funny, gentle and 
understood children's hearts. 

11. McDonald's uses a computer program called Quintillion that uses satellite imagery, GPS maps and 
demographic tables to automatically site new restaurants. As one observer noted, McDonald's uses 
the same equipment developed during the Cold War to spy on their customers. 

12. McDonald's jobs have been purposely de-skilled so as to be able to hire minimum-wage workers
on an interchangeable basis. One-third of fast-food workers speak no English. 

13. McDonald's and other chains are aiming for automated equipment that will require zero training 
and are nearly there. Nevertheless, they fight hard to retain hundreds of millions of dollars of 
government subsidies for "training" their workers. A worker has only to work for 400 hours for the 
chain to receive its $2,400 subsidy. In essence, the American taxpayer subsidizes low wages, 
automation and turnover at fast-food chains. 

14. Fast-food pays a higher proportion of minimum wage to its workers than any other industry in 
America. 

15. McDonald's is the largest purchaser of beef in the world. 

16. McDonald's buys from five large meatpackers. These companies have gained a stranglehold over 
the industry (just as in potatoes) that has driven down prices. Over the past 20 years, 500,000 cattle 
ranchers have gone out of business. Over that time, the rancher's share of every beef dollar has fallen 
from 63 cents to 46 cents. 

17. To satisfy and take advantage of the worldwide growth of fast-food, the large chicken and beef 
packers in the United States are buying out local companies all around the world. Cargill, IBP and 
Tyson's control the world meat industry because of fast-food chains. 

18. Chicken McNuggets were also cooked in beef tallow until public outrage caused McDonald's to 
stop. Even in vegetable oil, Chicken McNuggets contain twice the fat per ounce as a hamburger. 

19. Every time you eat a hamburger, you are eating anabolic steroids, antibiotics and fecal matter. You 
can read it again. And it will still be true. 



20. Feedlot cattle are also given shredded packaging, cardboard boxes, cement and sawdust to put 
on weight. 

21. In 1991, only four states had obesity rates of 15 percent or higher. Today, 37 states do. Fifty 
million Americans are obese or super obese. Obesity is second only to smoking as a cause of 
mortality in America today. 

22. The annual health costs to America stemming from obesity are $240 billion. The costs are exactly 
double fast-food chain revenues. 

23. Between 1984 and 1993, the number of fast-food restaurants doubled in Great Britain. Obesity 
doubled there over the same period. 

24. The EU found that 95 percent of the ads there encouraged kids to eat foods high in sugar, salt and 
fat. The company running the most ads aimed at children was McDonald's. 

Source: Eric Schlosser's "Fast Food Nation," (Houghton Mifflin, 2001). The book is extensively 
footnoted with citations for the above. 

Paul Hawken is the author of "The Ecology of Commerce and Natural Capitalism." He is the founder 
of the Sausalito-based Natural Capital Institute and is on the advisory board of Food First/Institute for 
Food and Development Policy in Oakland.

©2002 San Francisco Chronicle 
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Dear Supervisors,

In the process of gathering signatures opposing a drive-through McDonald's; my sister and I have 
spoken, personally, with hundreds of Los Osos residents. They were horrified at the possibility of 
something like a McDonald's coming into their quaint little town and beautiful area. They had chosen 
to move here at some point, either in retirement, or as a family because they loved this peaceful and 
small community; a place where you get to know your neighbors and where your kids can go to a good 
school and the natural beauty of the area; and, most importantly, to get away from big franchises and 
fast-food restaurants.

Los Osos is not a drive- thru kind of town! We are not located on a freeway or a highway. People do 
not just drive off at the next exit and then get back on the road to continue their travels. They stop here 
specifically to enjoy our beautiful area. We are the gateway to Montana de Oro, one of the largest, 
most beautiful and unique nature reserves in the state of California. It is the amazing and essential 
natural beauty of this area that make Los Osos and Baywood Park unique. 

If this ludicrous project were to go through; McDonald's would become the dominant symbol of this 
small bedroom community. 

Los Osos residents are asking for the chance to create a lasting community plan where we can decide 
how we want our town to develop. 
Give us the same opportunity afforded to other communities in the County to prohibit any kind of 
fast-food restaurants; for example: Cayucos, Cambria, Avila Beach. Other communities prohibit these 
types of corporate chains in their downtown area; as is the case in San Luis Obispo, Paso Robles, 
Pismo Beach, Arroyo Grande and Morro Bay. The McDonald's drive-through in Morro Bay is directly 
off Hwy 1 and not in the residential, downtown, or Embarcadero area.

A McDonald's would ruin this town, and would set a terrible precedent for other corporate fast-food 
chains to come in and change our small town forever. Consider the extreme detrimental impact the 
McDonald's project would have on the community of Los Osos. 

Vote NO to a McDonald's in Los Osos.

Sincerely,

Patricia Avant-Kern

         



Mr. Gibson,

Please read and contribute to the discuss my letter against the McDonalds project in Los 

Osos.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Alan Fraser



Alan Fraser 
11235 12th Street  
Los Osos, CA  93402 
805-202-6051 

Bruce Gibson 
Room D-430, County Government Center 
San Luis Obispo, California  93408 

April 4th, 2014 

Supervisor Gibson; 

I am against McDonalds coming to Los Osos for too many reasons than can be stated in this 
letter, but the three main reasons are McDonald’s company practices, the plan itself is bad, and 
it does not meet the vision of the community.  

McDonalds doesn’t treat their employees well.  They recently instructed their employees as how 
to get food stamps (1) and welfare benefits (2). They won’t hire workers full time because they’d 
have to provide benefits under Obamacare(3).  They also warned their own employees about 
the dangers of eating fast food (4). Just recently McDonalds was sued by employees who claim 
they weren’t granted over time pay for overtime hours and who were told to clock out during 
slow times, wait around, and then clock back when more customers arrived (5,6).  

Proponents of McDonalds say it will bring jobs.  However, if it opens, there is no way to know 
the overall net gain of jobs until time passes.  A restaurant with a drive through has a distinct 
competitive advantage that will forever change the landscape of restaurants in the community.   

Even fast food industry professionals recognize the damaging economic impact of drive-thrus 
on already established restaurants in the vicinity.  When trying to fight enactment of a no drive-
thru ordinance, fast food industry professionals rallied to fight against it, calling a drive-thru “a 
huge advantage” (7). Keith Handley, local franchisee, is quoted in QRS Magazine as saying, 
“It’s more advantageous to have a drive-thru” and that not having a drive through is “a terrible 
inconvenience” (7). It’s this huge advantage of the drive-thru that will harm local, long 
established restaurants and possibly keep new restaurants from starting up. This makes the 
boastful claim of new jobs for the community dubious. Clearly, McDonalds business practices 
leave much to be desired.  They would make a lousy partner to Los Osos. 

The plan to put a McDonalds restaurant in a former bank building is ill-conceived and flawed.  
The drive through, long ago closed, was never designed to handle the traffic of a fast food 
restaurant.  Cars would be idling, waiting for their turn, in the same busy area where customers 
of Miner’s and Rite Aide park and try to leave.  Coming out of Miners and having to wait for cars 
in the drive through lane would be a terrible inconvenience.   

The drive-thru plan is a safety hazard.  Cars leaving the drive-thru are routed through a quick 
maze where cars coming in to the drive-thru also enter.  Clearly these lanes weren’t designed 
for this amount of two-way use.  I see the hurried McDonalds customers grabbing a burger, 
driving while eating, trying to negotiate these turns with on-coming traffic and then making a 
right or a, worse, a left onto Los Osos Valley Drive as potential accidents waiting to happen. 



The drive-thru will also create more pollution. The McDonald’s team has presented the case that 
a drive-thru is better for emissions than customers parking and walking in.  They have 
supported their case with a study, RWDI, Air Quality Assessment for Tim Horton’s Restaurants 
Ontario Canada, that is not an accurate comparison, is suspect scientifically and that states in 
it’s own summary it is not meant be used as representative for other drive-thrus. “These results 
are considered to be representative for Tim Hortons stores but cannot be generalized to other 
types of drive through facilities.”(8) This study was funded by Tim Horton’s parent company (9). 
A fast food chain claiming in their own study that drive throughs don’t increase pollution is akin 
to the tobacco company’s claiming, based on their own studies, that smoking is not hazardous 
to one’s health.  

The idea that stopping your car and restarting uses less fuel than idling in a drive through queue 
is a fast food restaurant industry lie.  According to Natural Resources Canada, idling your 
engine for longer than ten seconds wastes more fuel than then fuel needed to re-start your 
engine. This means that for greenhouse gas (carbon dioxide) emissions, engine start-up 
emissions are the same as ten seconds of idling (10). Simply put, no McDonalds equals no 
increased emissions. 

There is much discussion about sea water intrusion in our aquifer and how much water can be 
used by businesses and residents.  Throughout the process, the McDonald’s team has 
concocted a variety of measures to project their water use and the historic use of the property, 
including a most recent switch from 33,000 gallons of monthly landscaping to over 16,000 
gallons. The McDonald’s team hasn’t provided accurate water numbers and projections from 
day one and the county should not permit a project with such confounding water numbers in a 
time of server water shortage. 

McDonalds restaurant is a bad fit for Los Osos, a town known for its wonderful natural 
surroundings.  On WineCoastCountry.com the county’s website created by CBID, Los Osos is 
describe in the following ways: 

“This lovely, peaceful bayside community is the gateway to Montana de Oro State Park, 
one of the most spectacular oceanside parks in the country.” 

“Very much off the beaten tourist path, Los Osos sits on the southern tidal estuary of 
Morro Bay, with a glassy bay, and an “eden” of feathered wildlife.” 

“Visit one of the lushest plant nurseries around, ride horses along the beach, take a walk 
through the magical Elfin Forest, and sit for a bit in the serenity of Sweet Springs 
Preserve. You’ll soon understand why the gentle creator of Gumby and Poky, the much-
revered Arthur Clokey, spent his final years here.” 

“Despite a number of very good restaurants, including the best Thai on the Central 
Coast, you won’t find much nightlife here after about 9 pm, even on weekends. What you 
will find is excellent kayaking conditions, great golfing, and endless tidepools to explore. 
Families will find lots of outdoor activities they can enjoy together.”(11) 

This is the county’s vision of Los Osos, and I and many other residents applaud this view.  
McDonalds does not fit this vision. Los Osos a very quiet place at night.  Having a gaudily lit  
McDonalds open until Midnight and 1 am will change that nighttime peacefulness forever.  



This plan for a McDonalds in Los Osos is poorly timed. The long-anticipated sewer is not yet up 
and running and the Los Osos community plan as part of the Estero Bay Plan is still in being 
written.  We don’t yet know what that plan will entail and the community should be allowed to 
complete it before such an impactful project as a McDonalds restaurant is permitted.   I do not 
want this project to be approved, but I think it’s especially wrong to allow it when the community 
is in the process stating its vision.  

I apologize for such a lengthy letter, but there’s much to be concerned with. I implore you to 
deny the McDonalds application.  

Sincerely,  

Alan Fraser 

Citations: 

1.   http://money.cnn.com/2013/10/23/news/companies/mcdonalds-help-line-workers/  

2.   http://billmoyers.com/2013/10/24/audio-mcdonalds-tells-full-time-employee-to-apply-for-
welfare-benefits/   

3. http://marketrealist.com/2013/12/workers-mcdonalds-work-part-time/

4.  http://abcnews.go.com/Business/mcdonalds-warns-workers-health-risks-eating-fast-
food/story?id=21324047 

5. http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/14/business/mcdonalds-workers-in-three-states-file-suits-
claiming-underpayment.html?_r=0

6. http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2014/mar/18/ticker-fast-food-workers-protest-wage-
theft/

7. http://www2.qsrmagazine.com/articles/features/120/emissions-2.phtml

8. http://drivethrulies.files.wordpress.com/2008/07/rwdi-final-report-tim-hortons-air-quality-
assessment-may-2008.pdf 

9. 
http://www.ajax.ca/en/doingbusinessinajax/resources/DriveThroughDiscussionPaperFINAL.pdf 

10. http://www.clear.london.ca/pdf/report_on_idling_May19final.pdf

11. http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/los-osos-baywood-park-visitor-guide/ 









Supervisor Gibson:

It was a pleasure meeting you at your Los Osos office hours last month. At that meeting you 

mentioned that the letters regarding McDonald's appeal were running about 50/50. I believe 

that ratio has changed pretty dramatically since our meeting where I presented petitions with 

almost 1,200 signatures. On Tuesday, I will present the balance of signatures several 

concerned citizens have been gathering over the past couple of months. Thank you for taking 

the time to review the following letter. 

I am writing today to urge you to deny McDonald’s appeal that will go before your board on 

Tuesday. 

As a 29 year resident of Los Osos, I have many concerns regarding the proposed McDonald’s 

drive-through restaurant to go in the old Bank of America building in the Vons shopping 

center.  Los Osos is one of the last truly unique coastal towns in California.  With the sewer 

finally being installed, we are at a crossroads as we come together to plan the future of Los 

Osos. 

Today, we are working on a new “Community Plan” and an emphasis on a “pedestrian 

friendly, walkable downtown” will once again be at the forefront. A drive-through restaurant 

does not fit that future vision and certainly doesn’t fit in today’s Los Osos. It doesn’t fit 

literally or figuratively. 

There isn’t enough room to have a “safe” drive-through at that location. McDonald’s suggests 

nearly 500 cars will stop at the restaurant each day. The way the queue is designed cars may 

back up on to LOVR. It will impact our air quality. The Air Pollution Control District does 

not support the drive-through. 

This location is in Los Osos’ downtown core. You do not see drive-through restaurants in the 

“downtown core” of most of the cities in our county, including Cambria, Cayucos, Morro 

Bay, Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo, Avila Beach, Shell Beach, Pismo Beach, Arroyo Grande 

and Oceano.

Hundreds of residents do not support the project. A group of concerned citizens has been 

circulating petitions and almost 1,200 signatures were presented to Supervisor Gibson at his 

office hours in Los Osos on March 27. Seventy per-cent of the signatures were from Los Osos 

residents. We will present the balance of the signatures to the board on Tuesday. 

Please give Los Osos the opportunity to plan our downtown core – deny the drive-through.

Sincerely,

Madeline & Jeff Palaszewski

Los Osos



April 3, 2014

Dear San Luis Obispo Board of Supervisors;

Re: siting of a McDonalds in Los Osos

I know you have received many well-articulated letters objecting to the
plans for a new McDonalds fast food restaurant with drive-through in the
town of Los Osos.

I wish to add to those objections and endorse the many rational arguments I
have read, including that plans for a pedestrian friendly business district
in the area where the restaurant would be located will be stymied by the
approval of this project.
The primary reason for me is that a drive-through adds to carbon pollution
in our atmosphere, wherein cars are idling for several minutes. Multiply
this by the total number of cars passing through and we will see a
significant increase in the carbon emissions in our little community.
The latest report from the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
is a wake-up call for all nations to realize that we must do whatever we 
can
on a local 
level, as well as internationally, to curb these emissions whenever and
wherever possible. 
It may seem to be one small action, but if every community does at least 
one
thing 
to address the risks that climate change poses to our earth, then perhaps 
we
can begin to reverse the frightening trend the U.N.'s report clearly
enumerates. 

In addition, I am aware that the amount of water this restaurant will use 
is
much more than the prior occupant, a bank, could ever have used. I know you
are aware that we are in the midst of a sever water shortage and our
community has been tasked to reduce water usage for the benefit of all. 
Owners of vacant lots are still not able to secure building permits because
of these restrictions, therefore it is not logical that a fast food
restaurant would be allowed.
Please listen to the pleas of many concerned residents of Los Osos and deny
the appellant's request. 

Respectfully,

Vita Miller





Please accept our latest recommendation as described in the attachment 
below.

Vicki Milledge
LOCAC Chairperson




